Gator Bowl Notes
Frye averaging 15 snaps a game.
Adibi struggling early.

Break down what Bush did in the first possession versus the rest of the game.

Hokies playing close to the line early with LBs and JW. Blitzed Hall and Adibi on the first obvious Louisville passing down (third and 6), and Hall blasted Cantwell.  That really rattled Cantwell, who proceeded to miss _2__ open receivers (one of whom was wide open on a play-action pass that JHam totally bit on) and complete just one of his first 7 (?) passes.
Louisville's early fake punt really froze Tech on wanting to try to block kicks.

Louisville was averaging 494.7 yards per game. 300 passing, 194 rushing.
Hall and Adibi had a bad first series against the running game.
Head official stood and called the penalties, without signaling them.

On VT's first kickoff return, the Louisville player should have gotten the PF, not Brenden Hill.  Hill held him, while the other guy slapped Hill.  Then later, Ellis was called for a late hit on Cantwell that wasn't that bad (he pulled up at the end).
Louisville average 87.4 rushing yards per game on defense coming in.

Good to see Hyman get involved (early).

Hokies gave up on the run if they didn't get a lot on first down.  I did see some play-action from under center on second down, though. (follow this as game goes on)

Louisville's second possession:  shortly after the Ellis PF, Hall and Lewis got in there and popped Cantwell and broke his nose. He went out for a play, Bush played QB, and I would have lit Cantwell up after that.  Instead, on 3rd and 7, the Hokies rushed four, let him get comfortable, and he hit Tinch for a TD.  Did not blitz on some obvious passing downs (2nd and 9) as the game entered the second quarter.
Williams was thrown out with 2:53 left to go.  The ref came up behind him and was ushering him off the field, and Williams spun and lashed out. He got an unsportsmanlike call and was kicked out of the game.
From the Daily Press: He was penalized 15 yards for unsportsmanlike conduct with 2:53 remaining after Louisville's Hunter Cantwell completed a 39-yard touchdown pass to Joshua Tinch. Williams said he received the penalty for arguing with Louisville's Amobi Okoye after the touchdown.

Williams added that an official attempted to push him away from Okoye, but Williams spun around and jerked his arm away, making contact with the official in the process. The official responded by tossing Williams from the game.
From the BH-C:

"They’ve been picking on us for a couple of years now, man," he said. "I think we need to figure out what we’re doing to stay disliked. I think that’s what the problem is.

"When I got kicked out, I got pushed twice and I went to talk to (Usecheck). What does he do? He jacks me up. I guess the ref felt disrespected, but I was in the wrong place at the wrong time."

Williams’ ejection was part of a rocky first half for Tech, which drew five 15-yard penalties, had a sixth offset because of a Louisville personal foul and avoided a seventh when Marcus Vick got away with stomping on the leg of Cardinals defensive end Elvis Dumervil.

Hokies linebacker Vince Hall had a birdseye view for the last act of Williams’ career.

"A guy came up and nudged him in the back, so Jimmy pushed him," Hall said. "The second guy behind him pushed Jimmy in the back. The ref tried to talk to Jimmy and Jimmy pointed at the other guy.

"Jimmy turned his shoulder towards the ref and the ref ejected Jimmy. The ref never told me why he threw him out."

Break down Louisville's rushing and passing yardage in those first two drives, and what they had for the rest of the game.

Check Louisville's third-down conversions (4 of first 5).

Frye, Butler, and Brown shut Dumervil down.  Frye by himself from first quarter on.
Vick at one point early in the second quarter was 0 for his last 7.  Louisville was stuffing the run, forcing second and long and third and long, pressuring Vick fairly well.  Vick finally broke the streak with a 3rd and 12 pass to King, then hit Harper on the next play.
The Minor interception midway through the second quarter was a turning point.  Clock read 7:46 at the end of the play.
The TD pass to Harper: It was 2nd and 6, and VT had been running a lot of quick hitters from under center. Vick was under center, stood up, pump faked, then hit Harper open in the middle of the field.  The Hokies flooded that side of the field with receivers, and the linebacker on the play who would have best had coverage on Harper followed Vick's eyes on the pump fake to the outside. He overran the passing lane, and that left Harper open.
After the Harper TD, Louisville hit a couple of passes, then had a long (34) run by Bush.  Adibi got caught up in a double-team on Lewis and lost containment.

Half time stats:

	
	Louisville
	Virginia Tech

	Rushing yards
	95
	77

	Pass Yards
	129
	93

	Total Yards
	224
	170

	Penalties/Yds
	3/19
	5/75

	Time of Poss.
	13:31
	16:29


Vick 5-13, 93 yards, 1 TD, 0 INT at half time (-8 yards rushing).  Cantwell 7-20, 2 TDs, 1 INT
Second Half

Eddie Royal has just gotten POOR on kickoff and punt returns
On Hokies first possession of second half, Humes got very little on first down, then Hokies ran it on second down for good gain.
Great punt by Schmitt to open the second half (47 with no return)

On Louisville's possession, J-Lew and Tapp made plays to stop the possession.

VT's second possession of the second half was the one that turned the game.  Started with 11:26 to go. Running game featuring Ore in I-formation (break down carries and yards).  He had four carries in the first half.  Key play was sideline pass to Harper for 28 yards on 2nd and 11, plus 17-yard QB scramble on 2nd and 7.  Hokies convert a 4th and 1 with Humes (tied for ACC lead in touchdowns with 10). Possession ended with a  third down catch by King that was thrown short of the first down marker.  Pace kicks field goal.
Louisville's next possession: Tapp stops the runner on 3rd and 1.

Louisville had just 16 yards of offense in the 3rd quarter.

Fourth Quarter

On Louisville's first offensive play of the 4th quarter, the Hokies crowd the line and run-blitz. Hall shot the gap, chased Michael Bush from behind, but did not see the reverse coming (had he seen it, he would have killed the runner – name? – who picked up 28 yards).  Louisville picks up the TD on the next play down the middle to the tight end, Gary Barnidge.  Safety nowhere to be seen in the frame (good replay was never shown to figure out where the safety and rover went), and Cantwell threw over Adibi and Hall for the touchdown.
Offsetting personal fouls on the following kickoff – 87 in the white, 27 on the red.  Got the numbers wrong. (backwards?)

Next play: Vick drops back -- #13 on the blitz beats Ore (Ore hurt his shoulder on the play), and misses the tackle on Vick, but face masks him (should have been called, wasn't).  Long after he releases the ball, another player hits Vick (doesn't knock him down).  Long completion to Clowney, could have been a TD if Vick had gotten it off on time.

TD Humes on next play.  Frye and Butler on left side caved in the line, and the DE (#96) was frozen by the end-around fake to Josh Morgan.  This got Humes into the second level of the defense, and he took care of things from there.  Russell (#13) was the only player to touch him, with an arm tackle that was unsuccessful.
Dumervil one tackle in first three quarters.

Hokies shut down Urrutia in second half.  Flowers and Minor really played well.
Cantwell had offer from Kentucky.

King and Booker helping players up in second half.

Louisville fumble; Hokies blitzed Anderson, Adibi, and Hall, and the tackle was left to block both Ellis and Anderson on the right side.  He picked Anderson, and Ellis came through, blasted Cantwell, and forced the fumble.

Next play: Vick throws into double coverage deep, interference, Clowney looked like he caught it, but he didn't.  Two plays later, Hokies get Hyman into isolation on the linebacker (#10), and interference called again. Another iffy call.
Very little of McGrath in this game – mostly Butler.

Vick at beginning was 3-11, 42 yards.

King catches TD off play-action fake to Humes.
Favorite moment:  After VT went up 28-24 and was back on defense, with the crowd roaring, seeing Rashad Ferebee (#79) on the sidelines, egging the crowd on to make more noise.
Hamilton rocked Cantwell on a scramble.  It knocked the stuffing out of Cantwell's nose.  Anderson interception for a touchdown on the next play. Nice one-handed catch, 38 yards for the TD.
"He's not going to feel like going skiing, I can promise you that." – NBC play-by-play announcer, talking about Cantwell, who had a gift of a ski trip to Vail (sp?) coming on Jan. 3rd.
Heady play by Flowers to knock the ball down on 4th and 17 for Louisville.

VT leading by 35-24:  First Humes allows himself to be dragged out of bounds on first down, then the Hokies throw on second down, INC, stopping the clock.
